KGK OLD BOYS KLUBBEN I IRLAND
25-29. september 2022

Sendag, den 25. september omkring frokosttid tjekkede 15 forventningsfulde Old Boys ind

i Kgbenhavns lufthavn — vi skulle have veeret 16 deltagere, men Lars Hghne matte meget
uheldigt melde fra kun 2 dage far afrejsen. Corona gjorde det umuligt for ham at deltage.

Flyet afgik planmaessigt og alle ngd turen i SAS Plus ssederne.

Ved ankomsten til Dublin blev vi afhentet i bus og kert til byen Balbriggan, som ligger ca.
20 km nord for Dublin. Umiddelbart lignede byen et stort hul i jorden — stgrre end
Vordingborg - og de lokale har da ogsa omdgbt byen til ” Blackbriggan”. 60-70% af
butikkerne var lukkede — formentlig som en konsekvens af Corona-nedlukninger, som sa
har bevirket, at de ikke er dbnet igen — ogsa byens pubber, hvor vi skulle have spist pa 2
af dem — var lukket.
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Byens havn manglede vand — tidevandet havde hver dag terlagt havnen.

Der var saledes ingen fristelser i byen og det betgd samtidig, at vi blev endnu mere
sammentgmret end vi var i forvejen :-)

Vi blev indkvarteret pa det hyggelige Bracken Court Hotel — alle i enkeltvaerelser.
https://www.brackencourt.ie/
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Efter vi havde faet vores veerelser og pakket ud, madtes alle til en drink i baren.
KI. 19:00 var der middag i hotellets restaurant The Bracken Grill Restaurant.

Mandag 26. september 2022:

Vi startede dagen med Irsk morgenbord inden vi kl. 08:30 kearte til den fgrste bane The
Royal Dublin Golf Club. https://www.theroyaldublingolfclub.com/ Banen 1a pa en halvg lige
overfor indsejlingen til Dublin Havn. Spaendende bane og udfordrende, mest pa grund af
den kraftige vind. Se efterfglgende sider for fotos fra banen.

Efter runden spiste vi frokost i klubhuset inden kareturen tilbage til hotellet. Middagen
foregik i Restaurant Karma — en udmeaerket Thai restaurant, hvor vi frit kunne veelge, hvad
vi havde lyst til at spise.

Tirsdag 27. september 2022:

Vi havde mulighed for at sover lidt leengere denne dag, da vi farst havde tee off tid kl.
11:40. Vi skulle spille The Island Championship Golf Course — en super bane!

Vi mgdte en svensker inden vi gik ud og han skamroste banen og sagde, at det var en
bane man rejste langt for at spille — og vi blev da heller ikke skuffede.

https://www.theislandqgolfclub.ie/

Se fotos pa de efterfglgende sider.

A Brief History of The Island Golf Club

The Island Golf Club was founded in 1890 thus making it one of the oldest golf courses in
Ireland. Besides being one of the first twelve golf clubs founded in Ireland, it is the third
oldest in Dublin and predates Portmarnock Golf Club by four years. The club was unique
in that it had no military connection and was initiated as a private proprietary club. The ten
founder members, known as the “Syndicate”, only permitted others to join the club on an
annual basis as annual ticket holders. Most of the members of the “Syndicate” were
already members of The Royal Dublin Golf Club which was founded in 1885. However,
The Royal Dublin Golf Club forbade golf on Sundays and this rule was not to the liking of
members of the “Syndicate”.

“In September 1887 four men rowed across the channel which separates the North Dublin
village of Malahide from the spur of land to the north known locally as the Island. Their
mission was to survey the wilderness and assess its suitably as a golf links.”

The visionary boat journey is thus described in the history of the club “A Century of Golf on
the Island”. Besides referring to one hundred years of golf played on the links between
1890 and 1990, the “Century” part of the title also alludes to the cricketing term for “one
hundred not out” to draw attention to a cricket match in which the legendary English
cricketer W.G. Grace played in the early 1900s on the present eleventh hole, now known
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as “Cricket Field”. Incidentally, W.G. was allegedly bowled for a “duck” which is a
cricketing term for “no score”!

Once the “Syndicate” had negotiated a lease of the land with the Cobbe Estate, a local
landowner was engaged to mow the fairways and greens with a scythe in preparation for a
mowing machine. The early course, comprising eighteen individual holes, was laid out
generously in terms of land as the founder members, precluded from any serious earth-
moving, followed the valleys between the sand hills. The course has altered several times
since that time, however, to become the championship course of today.

The original clubhouse, a quaint wooden pavilion, was situated at the far end of the links
and overlooked the Malahide estuary. It was abandoned when the boat service to and
from the links was discontinued in 1973. The present clubhouse dates from this time and is
sufficiently well-appointed to host major amateur tournaments as well as meeting the
needs of the members and the many visitors who come to enjoy the links.

Efter den store oplevelse, som det var at spille denne bane, karte vi tilbage til hotellet og
aftenens middag foregik i The Harvest Inn — en af kun to abne pubber i byen.

Onsdag 28. september 2022:

Efter morgenmaden kgrte vi nordpa ca. 20 km til byen Drogheda og videre til Seapoint
Golf Links, som |& helt ude ved havet. https://www.seapointgolflinks.com/

Desveerre havde klubben priklet samtlige greens, og det gik bestemt ud over dagens
oplevelse. Banen var den nemmeste af de 3 baner vi spillede og gennemsnits scoren var
pa 31. Jan Becker Hansen gik en runde i hele 42 points.

Klubben bad pa gratis @l efter runden som en form for kompensation — men havde vi vidst,
hvad vi gik ind til, s& havde vi valgt en anden bane. Se efterfalgende sider for fotos.

Pa turens sidste aften spiste vi en 3-retters middag i hotellets restaurant

Torsdag 29. september:

Irsk morgenbord, tjek ud fra hotellet, transport til Dublin Airport og hjemrejse.

Old Boys Konkurrence:

Vi havde en lille gennemgaende konkurrence, hvor vi alle lagde 25 kr. i en pulje og hvor
vinderen sa fik 50%, nummer 2 30% og nummer 3 20%. Resultatet efter de 3 runder blev,
at Jan Becker Hansen vandt med hele 107 points foran Hans-Jgrgen Nyegaard med 92
points og med en delt 3. plads mellem Michael Gerlif og Erik Fabrin med 90 points.

Formanden kunne fornemme pa deltagerne, at en Old Boys Golfrejse bestemt skal vaere
en del af seesonplanen ogsa i 2023 og han vil g& i gang med planleegningen, nar arets
saeson er afsluttet.
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